[Growth of the fetal thyroid gland in the 2nd half of pregnancy--biometric ultrasound studies].
Determination of normal values for fetal thyroid size in the 2nd half of pregnancy. In 211 pregnant women (completed 20th to 41st week for pregnancy) without thyroid disease the fetal thyroid was measured and characterized by 5 parameters: right lobe transverse and p.a. diameter, left lobe transverse and p.a. diameter, right lobe and left lobe transverse including trachea. The level of measurement was a horizontal section of the neck with circular image of the trachea (centrally) and with the carotids as lateral limiting markers. The trend lines and regression coefficients of the parameters are shown in relation to week of pregnancy. The transverse diameter of both thyroid lobes including the trachea grows from 10 mm (20th week of pregnancy) to 20 mm (40th week of pregnancy). The transverse and p.a. diameters of either lobe double in the 2nd half of pregnancy. The normal values presented can help in early diagnosis of fetal thyroid hypertrophy.